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Overview

Program Description

How does the Estate Recovery process work?

Enacted in 1993, Estate Recovery (ER) is a federal mandate under
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act  93 that each state must seek 
Reimbursement of Medicaid long-term care costs from the assets of 
deceased Medicaid members who used long-term care.  The deceased’s 
estate, that is more than $25,000, including real and personal property, 
land, cash, vehicles and bank accounts, can be used to pay this debt.  
Georgia was one of the last two states to comply with this federal law and 
initiate ER.

Georgia ER began May 3, 2006.  People using long-term care services 
prior to April 2006 had the opportunity to opt-out of the services before 
April 14, 2006, and eliminate their obligation to the ER process.
Statewide, 344 Medicaid recipients used this opt-out opportunity.  Each 
person applying for long-term care is now informed of their obligation to 
the ER law.

Estate Recovery will occur when the state fi les a statement of claim 
against the estate of a deceased Medicaid member. No action to recover 
debt due by the deceased Medicaid member will be taken against the 
personal representative or heirs until six months after the personal 
representative or heirs have been notifi ed.

What information does the Estate Recovery Unit need and who 
notifi es it?

Additional Information

Persons required to notify the state are found at the Offi cial Compilation, 
Rules & Regulations of the State of Georgia 111-3-8-.03, they include, but 
are not limited to the deceased’s personal representative, the 
administrator of the facility where the member resided, and the 
Medicaid Case Manager, if the member received community-based care. 
The responsible party must provide the ER Unit with the following
information within 30 days of the death:
 1. The deceased full name
 2. Medicaid ID number and/or social security number
 3. Date of death
 4. Name, address and telephone number of the personal 
                       representative and/or attorney handling the estate 

Service Claims 

Subject to Estate 

Recovery Action

Any person of any age 
living in a Mediciad-funded 
nursing home
A person of any age living 
in a Medicaid-funded long-
term care facility outside 
their family’s home; or/and 
A person 55 years old or 
older who has a Mediciad-
funded worker coming to 
their home to help them 
with health care or essential 
personal care needs.

•

•

•

For additional information, contact the Medicaid Estate Recovery Offi ce 
at 770-916-0328 or visit our Web site at www.dch.georgia.gov.  Members 
with questions on Medicaid Estate Recovery can submit questions to 
GAEstateRecovery@dch.ga.gov.

Exceptions & 

Hardship 

Designations

ER is delayed until both the 
Medicaid recipient and his/her 
spouse are deceased.
ER adjustment or recovery will 
be made only after the death of 
the surviving spouse and only 
at a time when the member 
has  no surviving child under 
age 21 or an adult child who is 
blind or totally and permanently 
disabled. 
The Federal government 
considers some situations to be 
undue hardships. They are:

If the estate is an income 
producing farm of one or 
more of the heirs and the 
annual gross income is 
$25,000 or less; or 
If recovering the debt would 
result in the heir qualifying  
for government assistance. 

•

•

•

•

•


